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Due to Valentines day conflict  
 

 
Wednesday, February 15, 2012, 7:00 p.m.  

 

Dennyõs 
5161 W. Thunderbird Road  

Glendale, AZ 85306  
Southwest corner  

Thunderbird & 51st Avenue  
        

Board meeting to follow,  
members are always welcome to stay  

April 21, 2012 

Annual Awards 

Banquet 

Sorry the January edition of the newsletter was 

missed, I hope to catch up on all of the club in-

formation in this issue.  The holidays are behind 

uséI mean behind usé.as statistics show the 

average person puts on at least 2 pounds every 

holiday season.  Maybe with all of the walking, 

hunting quail that seem to be non-existent again 

this year you were able to keep those 2 pounds at bay?  Thanks go out to all 

of you who have sent pictures and information to be included in this newslet-

ter.  Hopefully all of you are getting in your share of bird hunting this year.  

Don and I actually ran into Bob and Gunner, a new club member hunting 

north of Wickenberg, itôs exciting to be in the middle of nowhere and actually 

run into someone bird hunting and find out they are a club member!  Al-

though the time is running out on this yearôs quail season, the club has a full 

summer of trials planned.  Also, the AZPDC Annual Awards Banquet is on 

April 21st and again this year we need members to go out and gather items for 

our auction and raffle.  May you find the birds in large coveys and you and 

your dog get all of them!  See you at the trials!  



Letter from the President  

AZPDC President   
2011ð2012 

Tom Wheeling  

Happy New Year!  Good luck with your resolutions, if you made any.  I, for one, believe in resolu-

tions.  Not because they necessarily come to any fruition, but mostly because they represent a deter-

mination to improve oneself after some introspection and self evaluation.   I think it was Socrates that 

is credited with ñAn unexamined life is not worth livingò, and I think the thought process leading to a 

New Yearôs Resolution is right up that alley.  So again...good luck and remember: to err is human, 

but to forgive...canine! 

 

So...as the hunting season winds down, the trial season winds up, and Iôm sure this is going to be a 

great one!   We have an education/training/trial weekend scheduled in February down Sonoita way, 

and a cooperative and competitive trial with the National Shoot to Retrieve Association 

(NSTRA...pronounced ñNastraò) scheduled in March.  Weôre thinking of doing a Quail Invitational 

format, but forming combination AZPDC/NSTRA two-man teams using our judging system one day, 

and theirs the next.  Think of it as cross-pollination, but using idiots and their dogs instead of flowers.   

 

Next weekend Iôll be representing the AZPDC with my attendance at the AZGFDs Hunting and An-

gling Heritage Workgroup meeting.  It will be at the Horseshoe Ranch in Bloody Basin, and will be 

directed by Craig Macmullen, who spoke at the monthly meeting this past week.  It is truly staggering 

the rate at which we are losing the next couple generationsô interest in the outdoors, and Craig is 

spearheading the operation to help the younger generations understand that there is no better way to 

appreciate the outdoors than through hunting and fishing, and all that entails.  Iôll keep you posted. 

 

Look for a couple emails in the next couple weeks.  One will be your chance to nominate your fellow 

club members, or yourself, for our Sportsman/woman of the Year and other awards, as well as the 

new officer and board member positions.   We will also email out some rules revisions, looking for a 

simple ñupò or ñdownò vote.  Thanks and I hope to see you soon. 

 

Tom  



 Dog Day Afternoon 
Training Day with the AZPDC  

Larry Gavel put together a training day for the club on December 10th.  Tom 

had sent out invitations for folks to attend and we received RSVPôs from 

about ten folks with one or more dogs apiece. As the eight oôclock start time 

neared a few trucks showed up, then more and more.  We had a meet and 

greet at about eight thirty and more trucks showed. It was wonderful to see all 

of the folks show up excited to learn more about getting the dogs started. The 

group ranged from those that wanted to get a first bird dog to those with 

many years of bird dog experience. A discussion of training methods and the 

right tools for that work was followed by a trip to the field for all of us. 

 

Don Rice put one of his Brittanys out along with Paul Groggerôs English Setter. The plan was to show the entire 

group how dogs could be trained to work a field, find, point, and retrieve game. In addition to that the other dog in 

the area would stop, honor the point and not interfere in any manner until released.  These dogs did that several 

times. This group of folks was treated to some wonderful dog work. The direct result of the work that the owners 

had invested in dogs quite similar to the ones they owned.  

 

Homer Gribbon took a group of young dogs and owners to one area for some 

group work on basics.  Don Rice and I along with several old friends that we 

knew would be able to help with check line work all went to the field with a 

rather large bunch of dogs and handlers. I think everyone that attended had some 

personal assistance by at least one of us with basic check line field training. 

Those that did not bring a dog out with the first group were invited to join us.  

We did that same routine several times during the day, and those that had dogs 

out early were invited out to watch with later groups. 

  

Did we train any dogs? No. Did we train any handlers? No. But we did what we expected.  We gave information 

that they could use. We showed them how to use the check cord and pinch collar working as a group with other 

handlers and with other dogs.  We are not professional dog trainers. Each of us have brought young dogs along to 

the point that they did all we asked of them, from hunting to field trials. We have enjoyed our dogs even more as 

they developed.  Our drive to help the club with this event was to give folks a start, a base of knowledge that they 

can put to use in field work for their dogs. 

  

What is next for these folks?  Each of them was assigned a bit of homework: Develop a schedule to do more of the 

same on their own with others that wish to do the same.  We encouraged all of them to share contact information to 

get this up and running.  The next step will be to meet with them in the field again and see how they are doing and 

reinforce lessons learned or move on a little farther. We will set a date for that in a coming newsletter.  

  

Tom has offered another way to continue this group training method.  Post a 

note in the newsletter letting others know where and when you are training.  

Along with your contact information, this bulletin board style of post will en-

courage group training days that will help all involved.  

  

We will put a training tip or two in the newsletter each month as a review of 

things we feel important to those of you who are new and maybe even those that 

have done this for a long time. 

  

Special thanks to everyone of the large group of old friends that attended and helped out. It was just like going 

back in time to see each of you. 

  

Rich Hale 



Train with a plan, Discuss what you wish to do with others in 

the group.  After the session discuss how it went in your  

group. 

 

Chain gangs are one of the best tools you can use. You can 

use individual tie out stakes or chains as shown in the picture. 

When dogs are able to watch what is going on in the field they 

get fired up and are ready to go. This is also great while camp-

ing or at a field trial 

Train in groups 

Your 2012 Annual Awards Banquet is just around the corner.  In the 

next week, you will all receive an email message from me asking you 

to solicit items for the raffle/auction.  I am asking if all of you would 

make an effort to speak to friends, relatives or owners of businesses 

that you frequent and ask them to support our club with a donation of 

one item.  Dinners, gift cards for services, gift item baskets and of 

course any item pertaining to hunting, shooting, dogs or camping are 

nice items to have in our raffle/auction.   

If there is anyone who would like to offer their time to help at the banquet by selling raffle tickets, 

greeting people at the door or a long list of things we need or if you are able to get an item, please 

call me (Wendy, 623-377-3157) so I can add it to our list of donated items and if needed, I will 

make the arrangements to get the item from you.  Your efforts will make the evening a success and 

raise money for your club.  Any support that you give the club is always appreciated by all.  We are 

looking forward to seeing all of you at the Banquet on April 21, 2012 so we can have an evening of 

fun with friends and good food. 



New Members  
 

The Board of Directors and Members would like to welcome all of our new members, their families 

and dogs to the Arizona Pointing Dog Club.  We hope to see you at our Trials, Training Days, Annual 

Banquet and everyone is welcome at our monthly (second Tuesday of each month) meetings.  We  

encourage you to get involved! 
 

Kline Hall  

Member Pictures  

Karl Von Wolf , Gus and GG - Kelly Burns and Paige 

Mearns and Gambel quail hunting in Arizonaé 

And a Moose crossing sign? Yeah Right, I think that was a set up! 

 

Bob Claesgens and Gunner 

Hunting north of Wickenberg 



More  Member Pictures  

Karl Von Wolf , Gus and GG - Kelly Burns and Paige 

CJ Hamilton and Fancy 

Hunting Chukar  in Idaho and Oregon 


